JColiday Craft Shor
& Bale Sale

RBB Store
Saturday, December 6'"
9:00am to 4:00pm

3635 IN46 Bloomington, IN 47404

Olfettonille Finot United Methodiot Church

2025 Holhiday Turkey Dimner

803 W. Temperance St

& Sweet Shoppe

Sponsored by the
United Methodist
Women in Fath

Friday, December 5
4:30 pm -7:00 pm

Menu: Cost:
Turkey and Ham $15 Adults
Homemade Dressing $ 7 Children ages 5to 12

Mashed Potatoes & Gravy Free ages 4 & Under
Green Beans, Rolls
Dessert and Drinks

Take- Out Available




FROM

Frederick Buechner writes, “The house lights go off and the
footlights come on. Even the chattiest stop chattering as they THE
wait in darkness for the curtain to rise. In the orchestra pit, the PASI-OR
violin bows are poised. The conductor has raised the baton...

The extraordinary thing that is about to happen is matched

only by the extraordinary moment just before it happens. //v

Advent is the name of that moment.”

The church of my youth did not observe Advent, or for that matter, note the holy days of the
larger Christian calendar. Other than Christmas and Easter, we did not enter the flow into which
Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter and Pentecost plunge us. More recent years have
taught me the deep wisdom of recognizing that organizing one’s life, and the life of the
community, around the Christian story. And while our annual calendar treats December as the
last month of the year, in the Christian understanding of time, life is just getting started. Advent
asks us to engage the spiritual practices of preparation, waiting and hoping.

At Ellettsville First United Methodist Church, these values will shape our worship. Advent
begins on November 30, and in worship, we will “hang the greens” by decorating the sanctuary.
On Wednesday, December 10 in the evening, we’ll have a Blue Christmas service, a time of
honoring the challenging feelings that the holiday season will bring. John and our choir will
present a cantata during worship on Sunday, December 14. And of course, we’ll gather in the
sanctuary on Christmas Eve in the evening to celebrate that holy night. In all these things, we are
preparing the way for the coming of Christ to our midst. I look forward to sharing Advent with
you all.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18 7:00 PM

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE OF COMFORT AND HEALING
EFUMC CHAPEL

The holiday season, a joyful time for so many, can be very challenging for others. That is
especially true as many have dealt with concerns of illness, strife, financial distress, and
isolation. In this time in which we sing of joy, many of us are having a very difficult time. The
experiences of grief, discouragement, illness and eruptions in our personal and cultural lives are
challenging, and we long for peace. You are invited to join us for a Blue Christmas service of
Comfort and Healing. Blue Christmas is a contemplative service with carols, readings, a
reflection, anointing and candle lighting. We look forward to sharing in this time together.




SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
9a-4p Crafts and
Baked Goods at
RBB Store
6:30p Lions
6:00p Trustees 6:30p Tigers 7:30p Choir 4:30-7p Holiday
6:30pm Scouts 6:30p Wolves Practice Dinner
9:30a Communion
Service/2" Sunday
in Advent
10:30a Fellowship
10:45a Adult 3:30p Community
Sunday School Outreach
6:30p Webelos
. 7:30p Choir
6:30pm Scouts gs::ll:nl:ftcel; Practice
14 A 15 16 17 18 19 20
CANTATA | Newsletter Deadline
9:30a Worship
Service/3" Sunday 7:00p Blue

in Advent

10:30a Fellowship
10:45a Adult
Sunday School

6:30pm Scouts

6:30p Tigers
6:30p Wolves

6p KDP Sorority
7:30p Choir
Practice

Christmas Service
of Comfort and
Healing/Chapel

21

First Day of Winter

9:30a Worship
Service/4™ Sunday
in Advent

10:30a Fellowship
10:45a Adult
Sunday School

22

6:30pm Scouts

23

24

6:30p Webelos
7p Candlelight
Service

Christmas

9a-4p Private
Gathering

26

27

28

9:30a Worship
Service

10:30a Fellowship
10:45a Adult
Sunday School

29

6:30pm Scouts

30

31

7:30p Choir
Practice




Special Dates

Second Sunday of Advent, December 7, 2025
Third Sunday of Advent, December 14, 2025
First Day of Winter, December 21, 2025
Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 21, 2025
Christmas Eve, December 24, 2025
Christmas Day, December 25, 2025

New Year’s Eve, December 31, 2025

Ellettsville First United Methodist-Chus

Greetings from Women in Faith,

Wow! It's hard to believe, but Christmas is right around the corner. Where did the summer and fall go?
The Women in Faith were very busy this summer and fall. They participated in the Farmers Market in
Ellettsville.

The sewing group continues to work on sewing projects for Midwest Mission. They meet in Rogers
Hall at the church, not only to work but also to fellowship with each other. In October and November,
they worked on marking cloth diapers, sewing well over 50 diapers. During their November sewing
session, they took a moment to celebrate Karen Davis' birthday with her very own special donut. The
group will be taking December off but will resume sewing in January. Rumor has it they will start
making quilts.

December will be a busy month as we prepare for our annual Holiday Dinner and the Holiday Craft
and Bake Sale. The dinner is scheduled for December 5th from 4 to 7 pm in Rogers Hall, along with
the usual sweet shop in its designated room. The craft and bake sale will be held at the RBB store,
located at 3635 IN 46, Bloomington, from 9 am to 4 pm.

Tracy Davis
Women in Faith




Candles That Tell a Story

Lighting its candles each Sunday is a treasured tradition during the four weeks of Advent.
Depending on denomination, churches use different color combinations for the candles. Some
place four blue candles around the wreath with a white one in the center, while others use all
white. Many light purple candles on the first two Sundays, pink on the third, purple again on the
fourth, and then a large white candle on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day.

Each part of the wreath carries symbolic meaning:

o The wreath: Its circular shape represents the everlasting love of God, having no
beginning or end. The green symbolizes eternal life.

e The four candles: Mark the four weeks of Advent. One tradition says that each candle
also represents 1,000 years, totaling 4,000 years from Adam and Eve to Christ’s birth.

e Purple candles: in ancient times, was expensive and was considered the color of royalty
and kings. On Christmas, Christ is proclaimed King of Kings. Purple also symbolizes
humility and penitence. The first purple candle represents Hope; the second, Peace; and
the final purple candle, Love.

o Blue candles: Blue is another color often used as a symbol of royalty. Some churches use
blue candles to symbolize the night sky and the anticipation of the announcement of
Christ’s birth. Blue also symbolizes the beginning of a new creation as in the waters of
Genesis 1.

e The pink candle: Lit on the third Sunday, it represents Joy and marks the halfway point
of Advent.

o The white candle: The large white candle in the center is the Christ candle. Its light
symbolizes Christ the Savior — “the light of the world.”

The beauty and brightness from the glow of all five candles is a reminder that Christ’s life was
the light for all earth’s people — “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it” (John 1:5, NRSV).

The Advent wreath is more than just greenery and candles—it’s a symbol of watchfulness and
growing joy as Christmas draws near.
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SCHILDREN

Bishop’s Christmas Offering - e e X
' )

December’s Gold Can Offering supports the Bishop’s Christmas Offering. The Bishop’s
Christmas Offering is collected from all Indiana United Methodist Churches to extend
Christ’s love to the most vulnerable and to provide hope and brighten their lives. Each year
the Bishop and staff determine a worthy organization that support ministries that care for
children and families in need. Please support this effort with your offering in the weekly
gold can.

Thank you,
Missions Committee



NVeterans T O Chioch,

The church honored veterans on Sunday the 9" of November. Below are pictures of those who

served and the quilts they were given as a gift of thank you.

The Christmas Cantata will be held on December 14th at 9:30am. Make sure and mark it
on your calendar so you don’t miss this awesome event.



@’\“ ANGEL TREE”

/76 Once again, our congregation with be assisting the children of our community
by providing Christmas gifts to those in need. Our Church has supported this
wonderful mission for years and we have touched the hearts of many. God’s love for them is
expressed through our actions. By helping these families, we have shown the true meaning of
the Season: God’s Love.

For Jesus said,

“Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you should love each other. Your love for one
another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.” John 13:34-35

Thank you for your support of this wonderful mission of love. We will have the children’s cards
available November 30th. We will deliver the gifts on December 14,

Please contact Laurie Samuelson with any questions.

Upcoming Computen Help Werkahep

Save the Date: Tuesday, December 9, 2025 at 3:30 pm

Join us at EFUMC for a Scam Prevention Workshop, Individualized tech/digital
instruction and help, along with information on how we might grow this mission in our
community. All are welcome.

Agenda:

Summary of DO WHAT IS GOOD, INC and how we can partner to help our community meet
digital needs, identify additional needs, and collaborate on service.

Scam Prevention -- what to know and how to decrease your chances of being caught in a scam.
Personalized help with your digital/tech questions.

A -

Reconsider the Rush

The Christmas rush leads to stress for many people. But author Burton Hills viewed the madness
from another perspective:

“Eventually, the hour comes when the rushing ends and the race against the calendar mercifully
comes to a close. It is only now, perhaps, that we truly recognize the spirit of Christmas. It is not
a matter of days or weeks, but of centuries — [more than] twenty of them now since that holy
night in Bethlehem. Regarded in this manner, the pre-Christmas rush may do us greater service
than we realize. With all its temporal confusion, it may just help us to see that by contrast,
Christmas itself is eternal.”



The Communieator

Ellettsville First United Methodist Church, Inc.

803 W. Temperance St.
P.O. Box 548
Ellettsville, IN 47429

Worship 9:30am

Fellowship 10:30am

Adult Sunday School 10:45am

Office Hours: M, W, F 9am-12pm
Church Phone: 812-876-4792

Email: efumchurch@bluemarble.net
Webpage: http://www.efumchurch.org

December 2025




